
Grades that Inform

Cognitive-Based Assessment vs. 
Traditional Grading

Shelly Cloke
shellycloke.com

October 5, 2024
Canmore, Alberta

http://shellycloke.com


Land Acknowledgement
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we 
honour and acknowledge Moh’kinsstis, and the 
traditional Treaty 7 territory and oral practices of 
the Blackfoot confederacy: Siksika, Kainai, 
Piikani, îethka Nakoda Nations: Chiniki, Bearspaw, 
Goodstoney and Tsuut’ina Nation. We 
acknowledge that this territory is home to the 
Otipemisiwak Métis Government of the Métis 
Nation within Alberta Districts 5 and 6. Finally, we 
acknowledge all Nations – Indigenous and non – 
who live, work and play on this land, and who 
honour and celebrate this territory.



Welcome
Who do we have with us today?

❏ Where have you travelled from?
❏ What grade level of students do you support?
❏ What subject area is your focus?
❏ What appealed to you to about this session?
❏ What is something that revolutionized your thinking?
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Shelly Cloke , B.Ed., M.Ed.

She/her

Grade 7 LA/Social Classroom Teacher

AAC Contract Presenter

Former High School Principal

Wife/Mom/Awkward Meme Enthusiast Assessment and Attachment 

Nerd
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My students! 
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Agend
a

1. How do grades impact learning?
2. Why does feedback work? Can we 

use grades as feedback?
3. Traditional Grading vs. Cognitive-Based 

Assessment:
a. Categories/Weightings
b. Year plans/course outlines
c. Assessments 

4. Putting it into practice--templates and 
examples

5. Discussion/Wrap up



Summative and Formative
Assessment serves two main purposes: 

1. giving feedback to students and teachers on the 
progress of classroom learning and 

2. judging to what extent learning has taken place. 

Because of this, there is tension between learning (using 
feedback to improve performance) and grading 
(accumulation of points).



How does grade reporting impact 
student learning?



Rather than helping us to understand 
students, using averages standardizes, 
ranks and sorts individuals and in the 
end, “erases the individuality of the 

person” (Rose, 2015, p. 39).



So what 
works?

Feedback!



Traditional 
Grade 

Categories

What do 
they tell 

us?



What about these grade 
categories--what do they tell us?

Language Arts grade categories for reading (RLV) and writing (WSR)



Zoom in
Writing Categories

What could we advise this student do to improve?



And this one?

What could we advise this student do to improve?



One more…



Social Studies Examples: 
Show/Apply/Go Beyond



Math, Biology

French 10



Where do these 
categories come from?

1. Cognitive Processes 
needed to master 
outcomes

2. The Rigor Scale
3. Indigenous Ways of 

Knowing
4. Layers of Support



Where do these categories come 
from?

1. Cognitive Processes
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Bloom’s Taxonomy: A 
More  Integrated 

Approach

Teach Thought Staff (2021, March 26). What Is Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy? TeachThought.Com. Retrieved March 28, 2023, from https://www.teachthought.com/learning/what-is-blooms-revised-taxonomy/



Indigenous 
Ways of 
Knowing

“Learning is a process, 
not a destination”
https://heartmindonline.org/resources/lessons-fro
m-the-medicine-wheel-learning-is-a-cycle



Learning takes place by moving through stages of 

awareness, understanding, knowledge and wisdom
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH

The first stage of the learning 
process is vision, or 
awareness. We enter this stage 
of the learning process through 
our senses: sight, sound, 
touch, taste, and scent. In 
order to take in all the 
necessary information through 
our senses - and be fully aware 
- we need to tap into our 
capacity for being alert & 
engaged. We are in this stage 
when we encounter a new 
problem to solve, skill to learn, 
or concept to understand.

The second stage of the 
learning process is time, which 
is linked to understanding. It 
encourages us to allow time to 
just be with our situation - be it 
solving a problem or learning 
something new - without trying 
to have it all figured out, or 
reacting to it in a harmful way. 
This stage encourages us to 
be secure and calm to cope 
with the discomfort of 
uncertainty without being 
overwhelmed by worries, 
sadness, or anxiety. When we 
give learning time in this way, 
understanding has room to 
grow. 

The third stage moves us into 
our analytical minds, inviting 
us to use reason and 
knowledge - as well as 
out-of-the-box thinking and 
creativity - to “figure it out.” In 
order for our youth to be able 
to use their best critical 
thinking skills in this stage, 
we must help them stay alert 
& engaged and remain 
on-track with their learning 
goals. 

Dalai Lama Center for Peace and 
Education. (2014). Lessons from the 
Medicine Wheel: Learning is a Cycle. 
https://heartmindonline.org/resource
s/lessons-from-the-medicine-wheel-l
earning-is-a-cycle

The fourth stage represents 
movement and action. It 
encourages us to just “do it” - to 
try out a new skill or test out a 
solution to a problem - based on 
the awareness, understanding, 
and knowledge that we gained 
as we moved around the 
medicine wheel. From taking 
action - and learning what works 
and what doesn’t - wisdom and 
true knowing are achieved. In 
this stage, we want to encourage 
youth to solve problems 
peacefully, using empathy, 
problem-solving skills, 
understanding other points of 
view and coming up with ways 
to make things right in a fair way

https://heartmindonline.org/resources/lessons-from-the-medicine-wheel-learning-is-a-cycle
https://heartmindonline.org/resources/lessons-from-the-medicine-wheel-learning-is-a-cycle
https://heartmindonline.org/resources/lessons-from-the-medicine-wheel-learning-is-a-cycle


The Rigor Scale

Small leap Big leap



Layers of 
Support

https://www.jackson.stark.k12.oh.us/Page/12036

Smart Start Tutors



New 
Alberta 

Curriculum



What grade 
categories could 

work in 
different 

subject areas? How would we 
weight these 

categories in a 
grade program?



What has to shift in order 
to give us this information?



The Year Plan, 
Grade Categories 

and Weightings

Language Arts



The Year Plan, 
Grade 

Categories and 
Weightings

Social Studies



In the grading 
program…



Adapting Assessments



One Assessment, Multiple Entries



One Assessment, Multiple Entries



Cognitive-Based 
Assessment Template

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K00TWEnExKt_pYyfDMSBfX2m-62jm1dAI_S65S3JjhM/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K00TWEnExKt_pYyfDMSBfX2m-62jm1dAI_S65S3JjhM/edit?usp=sharing


Adapting Assessments:
Cognitive-Based Assessment Example: LA



Adapting Assessments:
Cognitive-Based Assessment Example:

 Social Studies



Adapting Assessments:
Cognitive-Based Assessment Template: LA



Adapting Assessments:
Cognitive-Based Assessment Template

SHOW, APPLY, GO BEYOND



Adapting Assessments
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Bloom’s Taxonomy: A 
More  Integrated 

Approach

Teach Thought Staff (2021, March 26). What Is Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy? TeachThought.Com. Retrieved March 28, 2023, from https://www.teachthought.com/learning/what-is-blooms-revised-taxonomy/





Scaffolded Assessment for Outcomes

What if we 
assessed the 
learning 
progression 
and not just 
the grade-level 
outcome?



Social Studies 6 Outcome: 
Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the dynamic 
relationship between governments and citizens as they engage in 
the democratic process



Similar to Marzano’s (2016) work on  proficiency scales, 
scaffolded assessment is based on designing questions that show 
each level of proficiency

https://jplgough.blog/2014/11/09/making-ll2lu-learning-progressions-visible/

https://mrslsleveledlearning.com/what-are-marzano-scales/



More information on my website:

https://www.shellycloke.com/scaffoldedassessment

https://www.shellycloke.com/scaffoldedassessment


Special thank you to 
CAfLN
AAC
ARC
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Thank you for attending! 
Please email me if you have 
any questions or would like to 
book a session:

cloke.shelly@gmail.com
shelly.cloke@wrsd.ca
https://www.shellycloke.com/ 

mailto:cloke.shelly@gmail.com
mailto:shelly.cloke@wrsd.ca
https://www.shellycloke.com/

